THE  SUN  AND  THE   SERPENT

with the temples, have acquired priestly dignity.
In many places they intermarry with the Khuttris.
In this, however, they only follow the example
of ancient rishis, such as Sakra and Chyavana.
Orthodox Brahmans may sometimes be found
officiating at these unorthodox temples, but this
is very rarely the case. When it does occur,
the position of the Brahman is but a subordinate

one.

Whether, however, there be a Brahman priest
or not, there is always an inspired prophet,
who is the medium of communication between
the deity and the people. In some cases, when
many of the worshippers are of lower caste, or of
aboriginal descent, there is also a prophet of lower
grade, called " lamahata," who passes on to them
the communications received through the inspired
representative of the deity.

The inspired prophet is known by several
titles, as chela, gur-chela, banahata, dharmi,
dangariahj or, in some instances, as Ra. He is
generally a Kshatriya. but sometimes, though
rarely, he is a desi-Brahman. I have never
known an orthodox Brahman act in this capacity,
but I have seen one of them, as priest, incensing
the chela while in the condition of inspired frenzy.

The chela or banahata is not elected, but is
supposed to become possessed, or " seized," as
the expression is, by the deity. Should he, how-
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